Scrimshaw Neckerchief Slide                                                             
by Michael Ward
Scrimshaw is one of the few original American Art forms, originally done by the 

crews of whaling ships, to pass the time on their long voyages. These artists 

engraved images upon the otherwise valueless whales teeth that accumulated 
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on board, drawing scenes from their lives or portraits of their loved ones.  

Using a section of ham bone, or beef bone,  you can make a very attractive 

neckerchief slide in the same way.

Cut a section from a piece of bone that is about 1-1/2" wide.  You can use a band saw or a hack saw.  Cut off about a 1" piece, and while you're at it, cut a few more so that you can make a few extra to give away or trade.  Cut the bones at a slight angle.  Clean the bones and remove the marrow.  Hang the bones up in a warm, dry place for a few weeks to dry completely.  After the bones are completely dry, sand the edges and inside with fine sandpaper to smooth them.  Draw the design on the bone with a sharp pencil. Make an etching tool by drilling a small hole in the end of a 1/2" dowel and drive a nail part-way into the end of the dowel.  Cut the head off of the nail and sharpen it to a fine, thin point.  You can also place a nail in the collet of a Dremel-type tool and sharpen it in the same way.  If you have access to a grinding wheel, use that to sharpen the nail, or use a file.  Carefully scratch over all the lines on your design.  Use a light touch at first and then go back over as needed to deepen and widen the lines as necessary.  While you're at it, scratch your name or initials on the back of the slide, and include the date.  The old-time sailors used ink to fill in the grooves, but an easier way is to simply give the entire slide a very light coat of clear spray to seal the surface, but not so

much that you fill in the grooves.  Then paint the entire face of the slide (and your 
name and date on the back) with an acrylic black paint and wait for the paint to dry.  
Then using a piece of fine sandpaper, lightly sand the face of the slide.  The paint will 
be removed from the areas in the drawing that are white, but the black paint will 
remain in the grooves.  Finish the slide by buffing the bone with a soft cloth to bring 
out a soft shine.  There are many good books about Scrimshaw art at your local library.  
Use the design shown here, or another of your choosing.                                     -MW

