Handyman's Toolbox Slide
by Michael Ward
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This is a slide that will tax your skills.  I used maple for the toolbox, basswood for the hammer, saw handle, and try-square, and birch doweling for the screwdrivers.
I notched the ends of the toolbox for some visual interest, but you could still make a nice slide with the ends just butted together.

Cut out the ends of the toolbox from 1/16" material, and the sides from slightly thinner stock.  Drill the holes for the handle before you assemble the toolbox.  Hold the two ends and the two sides together to shape and sand to final shape, so that your toolbox will be square.  Cut and fit a bottom and glue it in place.  Glue the 1/8" dowel in place for the handle of the toolbox.

Cut the tray parts from thin stock and assemble.  The tray rests on two thin rails that are glued to the inside of the toolbox, so that the top of the tray is even with the top of the sides.

Use real tools as models for your miniature ones.  The saw is made from a thin piece of tin (cut from the bottom of a tin can) and the teeth filed in with a small triangular file.  The handle has a thin cut to receive the sawblade. 

The hammer is made in two parts, to make shaping the head easier, and then the two parts are glued together. 

The try-square is a 1/8" X 1-1/8" strip of the same tin that was used for the saw.  I scratched markings on it to resemble the 1 inch marks found on a real try-square.  The silver part of the try-square is thicker than the black part.  The ruler part is set into a fine saw cut, like the saw handle.

The screwdrivers are whittled-down dowels, and the phillips head was filed with a jewler's file.

The tools were all painted silver with brown handles.  I arranged the tools in the toolbox to show 
them off, and glued them down, and the screwdrivers were glued in the tray.  I also glued in three
tiny brads to look like small nails.   -MW
